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Dear Donors:

Spring greetings from New England! | am delighted to have the opportunity to greet you in this second installment

Dbf our

newsletter. We are grateful for your continued support, both financially and emotionally. | am particularly excited t¢ tell

youil our donors and our supporter$ about our 2009 volunteeted projects because, without you, these projects
would not be possible.

As a previous recipient of a KKOOM grant, | am personally invested in the success of our vollettgepjects

program. KKOOM has a commitment to reach out to and support enrichment activities and projects at orphanage
group homes throughout South Korea. | firmly believe funding voluresprojects is a unique and effective way for
KKOOM to uphold this pledge. Our grants not only encourage the good work of foreign volunteers, but also work
towards our aim of positively affecting the lives of children living in orphanages and group homes in all reaches of
Korea. The volunteers we award grants to are generous with their time and hearts, but often do not have the finan
resources to implement projects they believe would greatly benefit the children living at the institutions where they
volunteer. The KKOOM volunteeted project grants allow these volunteers to continue their good work and carry

projects they might otherwise deem impossible.

On behalf of the KKOOM Board of Directors and the volunteers, | would like to express my gratitude for your
generosity. | encourage you to reading the following pages to learn more about our volunteers and the three proje

we are funding this spring.
Best regards,
Amber L. Rydberg

KKOOM VicePresident
North Easton, MA
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~ Highlights from Foreign Volunteers

~ Spring 2009 Projects

Please visit us at: http://www.kkoom.org
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walk along the river, cross the bridge, and visit

OEvery

Wednesday

the orphanage just behind the Buddhist
Temple in Padong.
home to 45 children ranging in ages from 7 -26.
Although many of them are coming and going

(Aehwalwon), is

from hagwon, tae kwon do, or piano lessons, |
most often spend time with the elementary and
middle school girls; playing games, watching
television, or teaching them English.
Sometimes | play soccer, basketball, or
baseball with the boys in the parking lot. They
teach me Korean games and activities and |
teach them useful English words and phrases.
More recently, | have started staying and
sharing dinner with the children and staff of

the orphanage. This time has not only
strengthened my bond with those | usually
spend time with, but also allows me get to know
other children and staff at the orphanage.

Each day is a different experience which

makes my time there more special and
forwe

something to | ook

fi Jessica Laporta (pictured to the right)

00One of the most
experiences for me throughout the past nine

months that | have been living in Korea has bee
coming to Samsungwon to spend time with "my
girls." When | come in, | see their smiling faces i
the dining hall and after eating we get started on
our English conversation time. | teach at arbalys

-

j

high school in Gumi, so for me, spending time with

the girls is a very special contrasting experience
Often, | bring in the same materials for the girls
that | use to teach the boys and it is always a
pleasure to see how their opinions differ from
those of Korean boys. We will expand on our
'crga?i% Er?gfisltw SohverSaflon Iesscl)ns when we
travel to Busan together in milflay on a special
project sponsored in part by Kkoom. In Busan, we
will go to an art museum and learn how to talk
about classical and modern art. We are all looking
forward to it!o

fi Raisa Belyavina (pictured to the left)
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Volunteer

"Tuesday Rhythm"

Pe I’SpeCtIVGS bus stop. | will get off the bus approximately 2

minutes after | board and walk down the roag
to Samsungwon Orphanage, where Raisa,

CO nt| nue d Karen, and tutor ever Tuesday evening.

elementary students in the midst of heated
games of tagThis is what | look forward to

at the bus stop, but all day long.utoring at
Samsungwon has become an integral part of
rhythm of my life in Korea, an experience that
is equally purposeful and invigoratifgis not
only the tutoring itself that | look forward to,
but also this simple routine of walking into
Samsungwon, greeting the amazing mothers,
and having the opportunity to interact with
them and their children on a personal levél.
will continue to look forward to this rhythm
and routine in my remaining months in Gumi

fi Jen Hayes (pictured to the left)

OWhen | started volunteering at Samsungwon |
volunteer for an hour or so and go home. However, volunteering at Samsungwon has been one the
enjoyable experiences that | have had during my time in South Korea. | go to Samsungwon once a
to tutor my student Gaya Moon in English for an hour. During our English class we try to focus on

Approaching the entrance, | will have to dodge
soccer balls, twirling jump ropes, and sprinting

and miss it more than words can say once my
year in Gumi i s over..

0l tds Tuesday afternoon an

0

every Tuesday afternoon, not only while waiting

the

was n
most
week

reading and practicing the dialogues from her High School English textbook, however, Gaya and | have
many things in common, we both like traveling, watching TV and listening to music. So usually we spend a
lot of time talking about where we would like to travel, Korean dramas and the newest Korean Pop songs
during our class. The time that | have spent with Gaya, has allowed me to learn more about her and her

future goals.

My time with Gaya has also allowed me to get to know her family. Every time | come to their house
the children are very welcoming and excited to see me, | feel like over the past nine months | have
become part of their family.é

fi Karen Bouldin

all of



Sprlng Prolects 2009

KKOOM awarded three grants for spring 2009 voluntded projects:

1 Laura Tschopi to purchase new clothing for the childreof d d

(Deoksan Saekammaeul Orphanage).

1 Karen Bouldin, Raisa Belyavina and Jennifer Hayes an English language
learning excursion with Samsungwon Orphanage.

T Jessica LaPorta - to purchase English language reading materials and movies for the

children of dAehwalwon Orphanage

Look in the next newsletter for more information about the projects and photos!
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00n March 28t h, The SeNghtlof CRadtyfor€hildreno n cdneeit d a
featuring John Legend and two famous Korean - American singers, along with a special guest
appearance by the US Ambassador to Korea. All of the proceeds raised were to be divided
amongst John Legend's charities and South Korean orphanages.

It was truly inspiring to hear John Legend talk about why it is important to have concerts like
the Night of Charity for Children. He spoke quite a bit about finding ways to be active world
citizens and expressed that even in a recession there's still a lot of us who are still pretty well
off and can afford to give to others who are truly in need. Hearing a famous celebrity talk
about the bond of common humanity and our responsibility to help one another was really
encouraging.

Yu Mi Rae, a leading hip hop and R&B female singer in South Korea, and Drunken Tiger, a
famous hip hop singer/rapper in South Korea also performed at the event. They were both
especially intrigued to hear and learn about the special projects KKOOM supported for kids
living in South Korean orphanages. They really wanted to know about the children's daily lives
and how they could support future KKOOM projects. Both took time out of signing autographs
and taking pictures with fans to record a short video clip and sign a picture for children living at
an orphanage in Chungnam province that KKOOM has sponsored.

Though this was the first time for a Night of Charity for Children, it was very successful and
something the Seoul Foundation hopes to hold annually. It truly was an enjoyable night for all

who attended and most importantly raised funds to enrich the lives of Korean kids KKOOM
donors and volunt eerfslLatr@aTsdhopcome to | ove. 6
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- Thank you for all of your support!
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Volunteering:

The KKOOM volunteer webforum is a great place to find an orphanage to volunteer at,
as well as connect with other volunteers. Follow the simple steps below to register.

1. http://forums.kkoom.org/
2. Click on ORegistero at the |pbottom
3. Create a username and password

4. Get started! Check out the different sections

5. Send us an email atfo@kkoom.orgif you have any questiorV




