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501(c)3 Status  

We are extremely pleased to report that KKOOM has received our 501(c)3 status! On 

September 15, 2009, KKOOM received its IRS 501(c)3 tax-exempt determination letter 

from the IRS. For income tax purposes, the exemption is retroactive to September 27, 

2009, the date that KKOOM filed its articles of incorporation with the State of Michigan. 

Consult your tax advisor for specific advice. Thank you for all your support - we couldnõt 

have done it without you! 

Dear KKOOM Supporters, 

 

I am thrilled to announce that KKOOM is now a registered 501(c)3 nonprofit organization! This 

distinction has been a long standing goal for KKOOM, and in addition to giving tax benefits for our 

committed and faithful donors, it allows us to expand our operations and donor network as a recognized, 

legitimate, and responsible organization. We could not have achieved this important milestone without 

the support of our donors and volunteers, and we are tremendously grateful as we plan for the next 

chapter in the fulfillment of the mission of KKOOM. 

 

Big plans are already underway as a result of our annual board meeting, held in October in St. Paul, MN. 

The board meeting was self-funded by the directors because of our commitment to spend less than five 

percent of KKOOM funds on overhead. We have an ongoing commitment to sustainability, transparency, 

and fiscal responsibility at KKOOM, and we want donors to be confident that their contributions go 

directly to improving the lives of South Korean children living in orphanages and group homes. During the 

board meeting KKOOM had the pleasure of welcoming three new directors,  Kimberly Cheong, Joan 

Lee, and Laura Tschop, all of whom share an obvious dedication to our mission.  

 

With all of these new developments, we are excited to kick off our 2009 holiday giving campaign, and 

anticipate that it will be bigger and more far-reaching than ever. The children at Samsungwon are already 

looking forward to their annual holiday party.  You can give a child the opportunity to attend the party, 

play English games, do arts and crafts, receive gifts of their very own, and form a lasting holiday memory. 

As part of our commitment to 360 degree giving (give a gift, receive a gift), each donor will receive a 

snowman colored by one of the children of Samsungwon. Please check out our website at http://

www.kkoom.org to see the magic and joy of our last holiday party. In an effort to expand our reach, we 

are also in the process of organizing winter events at other orphanages throughout Korea.  

 

Warmest regards and wishes for a happy holiday season to our friends in America and South Korea! 

 

Erika Senneseth,  

KKOOM Director at Large 

Cayce, NC 



Thank you to Colleen Kohashi, Lauren Derebey and Jess Lee for serving 

on the 2008 -2009 Board of Directors.  

Good luck in all your future endeavors!  

Meet Our New Directors:  

Laura Tschop, KKOOM Director  

Laura Tschop graduated from Wheaton College where she majored in Psychology and minored 

in Early Childhood Education. She was a Fulbright grantee to South Korea 2007-2009 where she 

taught English at a rural elementary school. In her spare time, she volunteered at an orphanage in 

Deoksan where she tried to teach English and mostly just enjoyed playing and learning Korean 

with the kids there. She now lives and teaches in Baltimore. 

Joan Lee, KKOOM Director  

Joan Lee was born in Chicago, IL and grew up in Seattle, WA.  She attended Seattle University 

and majored in International Studies.  Joan spent 2006-2007 as a Fulbright ETA in South Korea, 

where she taught English at Gyeong-gu Boysõ High School in Gumi City.  At Samsungwon, she 

helped high school girls with their English studies and assisted KKOOM with their annual holiday 

project, as well as carrying out a KKOOM funded clothing drive.  Joan is currently attending the 

University of Chicago for her Masterõs of Public Policy. 

Kimberly Cheong, KKOOM Director  

Kimberly is a KKOOM Director-at-large hailing from Tacoma, Washington. She attended the 

University of Washington in Seattle as a Biochemistry major. Upon her graduation in 2007, she 

spent a year abroad in Taean, South Korea teaching conversational English at a co-ed public high 

school. During her free time she volunteered as an English tutor at Sungnam Orphanage in the 

nearby city of Seosan. Kimberly is currently based in Columbus, Ohio as a second-year student 

at The Ohio State University College of Medicine.  

 


